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Scripture: Psalm 43, Joshua 4:1-9
Hymns: O CANADA, BB52 O God our Help, VU659 Eternal Father Strong to Save
------
Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover your peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.
(SLIDE) Remembering our history is a sacred act, it always has been. Our history, the history of the Jewish, the history of Israel, of the Hebrews was at first an oral tradition - all of its rich stories were passed down by re-telling the stories over and over.
Memories were sharp, details fine, and thus a nation was raised on the stories of how God guided them through deserts, overcame faithlessness, conquered cities, and showed grace in difficult times. 
God calls His people to remember their past. God remembers all of our past, each of us with their stories of triumph and challenge. When Israel crosses over the Jordan - again, on dry land just as the Red Sea - Joshua sets up a memorial.
12 Stones, one for each tribe, to remember when the Ark of the Covenant crossed into the Promised Land along with the people of Promise. This memorial was to be established forever, that no human within Israel would ever forget this moment. 
Jesus asks His Disciples at the Last Supper to remember Him in the Passover. The Passover originally instituted to remember the escape from Egypt and generational slavery, and now to forever commemorate the moment humanity was freed from the bondage of sin. 
These moments of remembrance are sacred to us. Remembrance Day serves as a reminder of how dark it can get for humanity - whole nations, the entire world, plunged into war. Death tolls, inventions of killing and destruction, soldiers, survivors, and all that goes along with that. 
But it is also a reminder of how grace, forgiveness, and love can triumph. These are the qualities of God, the qualities Jesus showed us in earnest. The qualities we, as Christians, are called to exude. Great things are accomplished when we follow God's ways. 
And yes, let's be honest with the elephant in the room. Our stories remember times of war - times where we have chosen war over peace in our own human arrogance, and times where God has called His people to battle. It is a fine, and delicate line which this morning hasn't the time to dive into. 
Moments of remembrance are a sacred act. You remember well the challenges, tribulations, and trials of your life - all of you. You remember the battles God has fought for you, and there are battles yet unseen that God has kept you from. 
When you are asked, when the time comes for you to give an account, when YOU are called to that sacred moment where you must remember - what will you say? How will you remember God?
God remembers us through His will, through His promises to the spirutual and not the material. God makes no memory of our material wealth, our material bodies, or our material world. All of this burns away, fades, or returns to the dust. 
Buildings crumble, our bodies die, and wealth has no value whatsoever. God remembers us through a resurrection promise, and His Word that gave up every earthly thing for our eternal salvation. 
What will you tell others about the Lord Almighty through your words and actions? What does your life show others of the Lord? Are His actions and His presence in your life an everlasting memorial... or are they more like sand when the tide comes in?
AMEN.
