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------
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life! Help us now to hear and obey what you say to us today. Through Christ, our Lord. AMEN.
(SLIDE) As we dive into the Season of Epiphany, the part of the church year where we appreciate the marvel and wonder of the revealed Lord Jesus Christ and all that He is, I want to hone in from the Organism of the Church to what an active faith looks like - because that is what I wholeheartedly believe Jesus Christ was our highest example of. 
The Epistle of James is going to be our focus for that journey these next five weeks. The Book of James was the very first letter written to the Church proper and we can see that by the language that is used. James opens with a greeting written to "the twelve tribes scattered", which is a reference to a specific time in Acts - before the Church as we understand it was established. 
Also in James 2, synagogues is noted as the place where believers were meeting - they weren't meeting yet in separate church buildings or homes. The Epistle was one of the earliest writings to a church that was just brimming and ready to burst so it's a great place for us to look at what an Active Faith looks like.
(SLIDE em) The very first action we typically take in our faith is one of Baptism. It's a pretty big deal, and we know that because even Jesus - the Son of God - presented Himself to be Baptized. As we read this morning, John's mind on this is exactly like ours. 
Jesus rolls up to be Baptized and John says "(SLIDE) MMmm-mm. Naw, ain't no way. I know you're the Messiah but I should be baptized by YOU not the other way 'round!" I've said before that if Jesus did not present Himself for baptism we would have all kinds of trouble in our faith. Jesus submits to this, not because he HAD to... because He wanted to... because He wanted to be that perfect example for us demonstrating works and faith together. 
He wanted to show us an Active Faith. He tells John, "It is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness". You know, when we ask ourselves "What Would Jesus Do"... well, Jesus got Himself baptized. It wasn't something beneath Him, quite the contrary - it was to fulfill righteousness so he presents Himself to do this. 
And typically this is where the faith journey begins for most of us. When we begin to feel God's presence more near, when we hear the whispers of the Holy Spirit in our heart, we naturally submit ourselves to the Son of God and confess Him as Lord and Saviour. We get baptized. 
And that truly is a wonderous event... because we humans are somewhat unique in that way. There are only three spirits that have power in this existence, did you know that? Yes, there are three. I'm sure you can guess two of them... Holy, right; Evil, aye. And the third, is ours. And our spirit has the distinct advantage of being able to invite the other two.
Holy Spirit and the Evil Spirit cannot be forced on anyone - it is humanity alone that has that magical thing called FREE WILL. It is our choice whether we will invite the Holy Spirit, or the Evil One into our lives. Baptism is that initial invitation to the Holy Spirit. 
(SLIDE partial) John 14:16-20 "I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever - the Spirit of Truth. [...] I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. [...] On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you". 
When we invite the Holy Spirit, we get Father... Son... and Spirit - we get TOTAL GOD in us... in each of us. It doesn't matter how you feel, regardless of what you perceive... when you invite the Holy Spirit you get God in you. Each of us baptized is carrying total God inside of us. 
Which means that our lives are changed, completely and entirely. We are commissioned to make Disciples... that's an active thing. You don't make one Disciple and call it done, throw your feet up and retire. You don't receive total God to write one sermon and go home. You are not baptized to simply sit on the sidelines and cheer on the rest of God's faithful. 
God isn't going to give you power to FAKE being a Christian. God gives you power to use it! You're meant to be, called to be, EMPOWERED to be Active! And so in James 2 as we heard this morning a charge has been given to you. 
(SLIDE) "What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such a faith save them?" You know well enough you can breathe but have no quality of life... think of someone in a coma or braindead. They breathe, but have no life. We also know that people can have all the knowledge in the world, they can even have read the Bible cover to cover and that doesn't make them a person of God. 
Paul's letters addressed the Pharisees and religious Jews that were using deeds as the beatstick for salvation. You had to be circumcized, you had to tithe, you had to attend synagogue so many times a week, you had to do this, and that. Those things are NOT connected to Salvation at all. Your salvation is connected entirely to your profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
James, however, is addressing a parallel problem (SLIDE): people who SAY they have faith, SAY they are godly, but there is absolutely no action in their lives whatsoever that would indicate that. When we invite total God into our lives, we are no longer the same. We are moved by that Holy Spirit in us to live into an Active Faith.
I love how James 2:18 puts it... "Someone will say, 'You have faith; I have deeds' Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith BY my deeds. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that - and shudder" Even the demons know there is one God, which is more faith than some humans who claim they are faithful have!
Such a faith is dead, by all accounts. A faith simply built on SAYING you are a Christian isn't faith at all - remember, God isn't going to give you power to fake being a Christian. If you're out there simply saying you're a Christian, not presenting yourself to God for Him to work in you, God won't bless that with any power. 
In the simplest terms we should be getting up each new day and letting God (EM BOLD) do what He wants with the sinful wrecks we are not unlike the Worm of Destiny. That is an Active Faith.
Just look at Abraham, James mentioned him this morning. Abraham was promised a son all his life by God. He and Sarah. As the years and decades went on, Sarah realized she was barren and getting older and older. The promise of God faded in their eyes. They laughed at God even.
But we know the story. Sarah conceives even in her old age, and bears a son... the child of promise. So Abraham raises him up, teaches him all he knows, and God then commands Abraham to go up the mountain and sacrifice him like he would a goat. Can you imagine?
I right think most of us would outright refuse. Abraham doesn't waste any time. "Get your things, Isaac. We're going on a hike up the mountain". Isaac must have thought it weird, since they didn't bring a goat or anything to sacrifice with them. Abraham laughs nervously, "Oh, fear not... the Lord will provide a sacrifice". All the while, Abraham knows the truth of it. 
And at the last minute, right as Abraham is about to do the unthinkable... God stops him. Abraham's act of faith is praised, Isaac is untouched. James put its like this (SLIDE) "You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did". Abraham was called "God's friend". 
Abraham got up, and presented himself before God a living sacrifice. Every day, rolled out of bed and said, "Here I am God. Sinful, tired, grouchy, but I am Yours to do with as you please. What have you got for me today?"
And here WE are... WAAAAAY over 2000 years later, learning from Abraham's Active Faith, being blessed by his actions and faith. And when you do that each day, total God is going to do the same with you. 
God is going to use you in ways you'll never even SEE come to fruition, He is going to give you power to bless people and you'll never even know how far it reaches. Your one act of kindness, giving someone a fiver or donating some clothing or filling up the food bank box we have here...
Whatever it be, so long as you're letting God do it through you, is going to bless this world. That is the Active Faith we are called to as baptized believers with total God inside of us. And you'll read that all through Scripture in those like Moses, Peter, and Paul. The Bible of full of men and women of action AND word. 
Faith AND deeds... because (SLIDE James 2:26) as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. AMEN. 

**ADD WORM OF DESTINY REFERENCE TO THIS SERMON
I want to tell you a story about the Worm of Destiny. (SLIDE) (CONGREGATION IS THE BEETLE/GOD. KIDS ARE WORM)
Once upon a time there was a little earthworm. A very small worm, very ordinary. Wiggled through the dirt each day, doing worm things. One day he bumped into someone hard. "Oof! Who's there?" It was a Beetle, and it said, "It's me... a beetle, can't you tell?".
The worm replied, "No, I'm blind. What's a beetle?" The Beetle said (SLIDE), "Well, I have wings, and legs, and horns. I can fly. And you... are just a worm. You're blind, dirty, and kind of creepy. I shouldn't talk to you" and the Beetle flew away. The worm was quite sad, he thought I'm small, and blind, not important. No one needs a worm.
The worm was crawling away when he heard a gentle voice. (SLIDE) "Hello worm!" The worm was in shock, "Who's that!?" The voice replied (SLIDE), "I am God. I made you". The worm said, "You? Made me like this? Small, blind, dirty... why would you do that?" And God replied, "I made you like this because I wanted to. I made you for this day, I have an important job for you". 
The worm was again shocked, "Me? I'm just a worm". And God said (SLIDE), "Yes. You." and the worm said, "what would you have me do?" And God said, "Crawl up that hill". The worm thought, and said, "What's a hill?" And God said, "When you struggle, you'll know. You'll feel like it's impossible, and wonder why I sent you. Just crawl".
So, the worm crawled... it was hard... and slow. It was the biggest thing the worm ever climbed. He was so tired when he got to the top, he went to sleep. When he woke up the next morning he smelled something wonderful. "God?" (SLIDE) "Yes?" "What is that?
God replied, "A plant, a gourd. I put it there this morning". The worm was overjoyed, "I LOVE gourds!" And God said, "Good. Eat it". But the worm also sensed someone under the plant and said, "Uhm, I think someone's under the plant. If I eat it, won't it crash down on him?" And God replied, "That's my crusty, grumpy prophet Jonah. Eat"
(SLIDE Jonah 4:6-7 READ). That plant falling over woke Jonah up to a very hard reality, but God needed him to understand that God cares about everyone - even the people Jonah didn't like. And it wasn't a hero that God used to do that, or a king, or a big athlete, it was just a tiny worm that did what God asked him to do. 
